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I. Executive Summary 

The United Nations defines Integrated Pest Management “…as the careful consideration of all 

available pest control techniques and subsequent integration of appropriate measures that 

discourage the development of pest populations and keep pesticides and other interventions to 

levels that are economically justified and reduce or minimize risks to human health and the 

environment. This includes managing insects, rodents, plant pathogens and weeds.” 

The Ojai Valley Green Coalition recommended this report to the City Council during the 2015-

2016 funding cycle in response to the Ojai community’s concern over the pest management 

practices at the city, county and state levels, which have either been proven, or, could potentially 

be harmful to humans and the environment.  

The report provides an overview of the City’s existing practices, gives cost and effectiveness 

comparisons where available, and makes recommendations for the City’s consideration, while 

recognizing staff capacity. 

The Coalition first and foremost would like to recognize and applaud the safe and non-toxic pest 

management practices the City has already implemented. Under the leadership of Public Works 

director, Greg Grant, the City has heard its citizens’ concerns and taken positive steps. 

Pollution prevention is a programmatic component of the City’s Roadmap to Sustainability 

document adopted in 2008. There are many ingredients in pest management products known to 

pollute water, air, and/or soil and therefore it would seem imperative that the City move to 

eliminate such products where possible to protect its citizenry and also as a point of protocol. 

Working together as a community we can share information and learn from each other, 

contributing knowledge and expertise to reach our goal:  To create a sustainable, healthy and 

thriving community where we live, work and play. 

II. City of Ojai: Current Practices and Procedures 

Overview 

The Public Works Department is responsible for landscaping City facilities which include, City 

Hall, the “Y” at Highway 33 and Maricopa Highway, Libbey Bowl and Park, Boyd 

Center/Martin Gym, Sarzotti Park, Skateboard Park, Rotary Park, Cluff Vista Park, and Daly 

Park.   

Greg Grant, Public Works Director, and Ruben Martinez, Public Works Supervisor, provided the 

present pest management practices information. 
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Detailed Practices  

Weed Management: 

1. Weed abatement (string trimming) approximately 4 to 5 weeks a year depending on weather.  

The City uses a combination of city staff and contract labor, including the local nonprofit 

Concerned Resource and Environmental Workers (the C.R.E.W.) 

2. Wood chips and mulch are used throughout parks, medians, City Hall and other city facilities. 

3. Roundup (Main ingredient: Glyphosate)1 

Recent 4 years of usage affected by weather and specific projects (reference 128 ounces 

in a gallon). 

January - June 2016:  36 oz. 

                          2015:  160 oz.  

                          2014:  8 oz. 

                          2013:  24 oz. 

Note: no herbicides are used near the children’s playground at Libbey Park. 

4. Aquamaster (Main ingredient: Glyphosate)2 

  Herbicide used near waterways. No spraying for past 5 years in waterways. 

5. Oryza Ag (Main ingredient: Oryzalin)3 

 Herbicide used as a pre-emergent. 

6. Weed cloth is used in the Golden West subdivision medians. 

Rodent Control 

(Presently contracted out to Ojai Termite and Pest Control): 

January – June 14, 2016: Fastrac Blox Rodenticide 

As of June 14, 2016 Public Works directed Ojai Termite and Pest Control to switch to RatX, a 

non-toxic rodent control product (Active ingredient: corn gluten meal).4   

Discourage rodents by making potential food sources unavailable, i.e. keep 3-yard bin 

(dumpster) lids closed. 

Gopher control  

Trapping presently contracted to Ecotone Pest Control 

Insect Pest Control 

A can of typical insecticide product such as Raid is used as needed.  

Fertilizer  

Healthy Grow (organic)5 is applied at Sarzotti Park, which the City has been using for 

approximately two years. 
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III. Options and Recommendations 

The overarching recommendation is to follow the Precautionary Principle (a part of many IPM 

plans, including the County of Ventura), along with transparency related to pest management, so 

that the community can be assured that all precautions are being taken to guard the health and 

safety of our children, pets, wildlife, and natural resources. The precautionary principle to risk 

management (or precautionary approach) states that if an action or policy has a suspected risk of 

causing harm to the public, or to the environment, in the absence of scientific consensus (that the 

action or policy is not harmful), the burden of proof that it is not harmful falls on those taking an 

action that may or may not be a risk. 

The following options and recommendations are based on general research and the non-toxic 

practices successfully implemented by the communities researched and interviewed – Santa 

Barbara, Carpinteria, Irvine, and Malibu. The following organizations and facilities were also 

interviewed – Ventura County Pubic Works, Ventura County Parks, Caltrans, Ojai Unified 

School District, Oak Grove School, Thacher School, Ojai Hospital, and Ojai Termite and Pest 

Control.  

1. Weed Management 

Recommendations  

A. Expand the use of mulch and string trimming to reduce or preferably eliminate the use of 

toxic herbicides.  

Weed cloth is not recommended. It may inhibit weed growth initially, but in the long run 

weeds can sprout from above the weed cloth and are often times harder to control with the 

roots enmeshed in the fabric. It can also become clogged and minimize water percolation. 

Additionally, weed cloth is typically a petroleum based product and may not biodegrade.  

 

B. Consider the following for planted areas and lawns: 

1. Healthy soil is the key to healthy plants, trees and lawns.  Air, water and organic matter 

within the soil support the soil organisms which aid in healthy plant growth, nutrient 

cycling, and improved soil structure.6  When chemical fertilizers are used, the soil can 

gradually lose its organic matter and microbiotic activity.  Soil structure will deteriorate, 

becoming compacted, lifeless and less able to hold water and nutrients.  Weeds will 

continue to come back until the soil’s health is restored. 

2.  “Reading weeds” is a simple guide to creating a healthy lawn. Weeds reflect a lot about 

the condition of a lawn and indicate what is needed to grow healthy grass that is more 

resistant to weeds and pest problems.7  

3.  If an herbicide product is necessary, consider the following option:  

Horticultural Vinegar.8  (Used successfully by Ventura Unified School District.9) 

 

(IC Davis Efficacy Study10) If this product is not effective for the City of Ojai, OVGC 

recommends continuing further research and trials to find an effective non-toxic 

product/method for weed management. 

OVGC also recommends that the City of Ojai consult with:  
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 Craig Robbins, OUSD, where no herbicides have been used for 3 years on school 

grounds.  

 Jodi Grass, Oak Grove School, which uses cinnamon & clover oil products. 

Cost Comparison  

Brush Weeds and Grass Herbicide      $19.95 + S/H per gallon  

(when purchased by the 4 gallons case)11 Contains citric acid, vinegar and water  

Application rate: 1 quart of product with 3 quarts of water to cover 250 sq. ft. 

For harder to control weeds: 1 quart to 1 quart of water to cover 100 sq. ft. 

Total coverage per gallon:     400-1,000 sq. ft. 

Roundup Herbicide12(ready to use):     $21.97 per 1.33 gallon  

Total coverage per gallon:     300 sq. ft. 

Roundup Super Concentrate13:      $109.00 per gallon 

Application rate: add 2 1/2 oz per 1 gallon of water 

Total coverage per gallon:     25,500 sq. ft. 

This cost comparison only looks at the cost of purchasing these products and does not include the 

related health costs associated with exposure to toxic products, such as Roundup (see endnote 2). 

We suggest the more appropriate question is, How much is it going to cost if we don’t transition? 

2. Rodent Control   

The use of toxic rodenticides was resolved as of June 14, 2016.  While gathering information for 

this report, Public Works was made aware of the fact Ojai Termite and Pest Control had the non-

toxic alternative RatX available. 

Recommendations 

1. City residents and businesses should be made aware of the non-toxic rodenticide option 

offered by Ojai Termite and Pest Control.  The use of toxic rodenticides has a significant 

impact on wildlife and pets.  Ojai Termite and Pest Control refills approximately 10-20 bait 

boxes daily in the Ojai area.  (Note AB256914 is coming before the California legislature to 

ban anticoagulants rodenticides, as well as Bromethalin and Cholecalciferol)  

  

2. The City could choose to eliminate bait boxes and hire a rodent exclusion company 

(specializes in access prevention). Ojai Termite and Pest Control can also provide this 

service.  

 

3. Maintain a strict ‘closed lid policy’ for dumpsters to eliminate a food source for the 

rodents.  

Notable findings: The City of Malibu no longer uses bait boxes.  They have found the best 

solution to be sanitation and IPM.   

Pepperdine University eliminated bait boxes and saves $17,000 per year. 
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Oak Park School District15 began closing its dumpster lids and was able to eliminate 85 bait 

boxes. (Often bait boxes are placed next to open dumpsters) 

Cost Comparison 

 RatX pellets    $49.97/3 lbs.16   (Non-Toxic) 

 FasTrac Blox    $75.35/4 lbs.17  (Toxic) 

Ojai Termite and Pest Control Services 

 Refilling 4-6 bait boxes with: 

o FasTrac:  $55.00   

o RatX:       $75.00   

Ojai Termite and Pest Control’s approximate one-time cost for rodent proofing facilities, 

depending on size of building, materials needed to seal up holes, time, etc. $150.00-$1,000.00. 

3. Gopher Control 

No recommendations.  The current practice of trapping is non-toxic.  

4. Insect Pest Control 

Recommendation: eliminate use of Raid or similar products18.  The City can request Ojai 

Termite and Pest Control use a product which does not cause adverse effects in people, pets or 

the environment. Two safe options are listed below.  

Cost Comparison 

 Raid Ant and Roach Killer  $4.47/20 oz.19     

o (Active ingredients are neurotoxic) 

 Cedar-All Organic Cedar Oil  $21.95/16 oz.20     

o (Product description: Safe – All Organic. Kills bed bugs, fleas, ticks, ants, 

roaches, lice, mites.  Safe to use on pets, around children. Inside and outside your 

home.) 

 Orange Guard Home Pest Control   $10.99/32 oz.21  

o (Product description: Indoor-Outdoor. Kills on contact. Kills and repels hidden 

bugs including: ants, roaches and fleas.  May be used around food, humans and 

pets) 

2. Ojai Termite and Pest Control services: 

 Outside application: 

o Pesticide application:               $113.00  

o Organic Cedar Oil product:     $163.00  

 Inside and outside: 

o Pesticide application:              $163.00  

o Organic Cedar Oil:                  $213.00      



City of Ojai Pest Management Report, August 2016  Page 7 

IV. Looking To the Future… 

Near Future – 2016-2017 fiscal year 

Considering staff capacity during the 2016-2017 funding cycle and with City Council direction 

the Coalition can, 

 Draft for approval a resolution on principles and guidelines for Earth-friendly Pest 

Management (versus ‘Integrated’); 

 Provide outreach to residents and businesses on best practices; 

 Support Public Works department on site-specific needs/requirements for pest control; 

Further Ahead… 

As staff capacity increases the Coalition recommends developing a full IPM (Earth Friendly 

Management) plan.  With IPM plans in many communities already in place, the process should 

be relatively streamlined and the Coalition can potentially continue to assist. 

V.  Conclusion 

With the research done and information gathered from the various communities, agencies, 

schools and businesses we are encouraged to see movement towards a healthier, more 

sustainable future in our community and the region.  OVGC looks forward to a pesticide free 

Ojai Valley and stands ready to assist with further outreach and research of non-toxic pest 

management solutions for the benefit of healthy land, wildlife, pets and people. 

From Ecological Literacy22, a book by renowned physicist and writer Fritjof Capra: 

“Reconnecting with the web of life means building and nurturing sustainable communities in 

which we can satisfy our needs and aspirations without diminishing the chances of further 

generations. For this task we can learn valuable lessons from the study of ecosystems, which are 

sustainable communities of plants, animals and microorganisms.  

To understand these lessons, we need to learn the basic principles of ecology. We need to 

become, as it were, ecologically literate. Being ecologically literate, or “ecoliterate,” means 

understanding the principles of organization of ecological communities (ecosystems) and using 

those principles creating sustainable human communities.  

We need to revitalize our communities – including our educational communities, business 

communities, and political communities – so that the principles of ecology become manifest in 

them as principles of education, management, and politics.”  
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VI. Appendices 

Appendix 1: Current Local Practices 

A. Governmental Agencies and Facilities 

County of Ventura 

Jeff Pratt, Director of Ventura County Public Works, and his staff provided the following 

information on current practices: 

Weed Management 

Products used, 

a. Roundup Pro (Active ingredient: Glyphosate)23 

b. Diuron 4L (Active ingredient: Diuron)24 

http://www.drexchem.com/products/Labels/36SP-0212asterisk.pdf 

Quantity used: 

In 2015:    Roundup: 1,400 gal  

Diuron 4L: 21 gal  

Used on roadside shoulders six to eight feet each side of the edge of pavement to maintain 

recovery zones and maintain sight distance.  

Quantity of biocides purchased, 

In 2015:  795 gal. Roundup Pro and  

540 gal. Diuron 4L  

In 2016: No purchases as of June 2016. 

  

Rodent Control 

Diphacinone (anticoagulant)  

Quantity used: 

In 2014:    5 oz. (mixed with 585 lbs Oats) 

In 2015:  3 oz. (mixed with 382 lbs Oats)  

“Research has found that owls and hawks can reduce the rodent populations on levees and 

dams. Discussions with Kim Stroud, Director of the Ojai Raptor Center, and staff at the Santa 

Barbara County PWA, have resulted in the development of a pilot program for a selected 

12,000-foot portion of the Revolon Slough levee system. The program includes the 

installation of raptor perches and nesting facilities designed to attract Barn Owls, Red Tail 

Hawks, and Red Shouldered Hawks.”25 
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Ventura County Parks 

Ojai Valley Trail 

Theresa Lubin, Ventura County Parks Manager of Maintenance and Operations, provided the 

following information: 

“We stopped spraying herbicide on the Ojai Valley Trail last spring (2015) at the request of 

the community in Ojai.  We are using mechanical methods to remove weeds on a trial 

basis.  If that’s successful and we’re able to meet the VC Fire Department’s weed abatement 

requirements we’ll continue to use that method.” 

Soule Park 

Weed Management 

Transitioning away from herbicides, no herbicides have been used for several months; 

mowing weeds in lawn;  

if needed, the County will use herbicides around facilities and along roadway edges. 

Rodent Control 

Over 3 years ago, owl boxes were installed at Soule Park and Santa Rose Park in Camarillo. 

No rodenticides used at all, following the Ventura County Board of Supervisors policy to not use 

anticoagulant rodenticides 

Gopher Control 

Stopped using Fumitoxin26 in May of 2016 and now using Chase castor bean granules.27   

Also continuing trapping method for gophers 

Soule Park Golf Course 

Roger Specter, Superintendent of Soule Park Golf Course, provided the following information: 

Weed Management 

FMC Quick Silver (herbicide)28 

Rodent Control 

Only using trapping due to Ventura County's policy to discourage the use of rodenticides.  

Pest Control for Turf 

Use fungicide sometimes, but on the whole they want to use environmentally friendly products 

and are interested in learning more about organic methods. 

Fertilizers 

Humid acids 

JH BioTech Phosgard (fertilizer)29 

Brandt Sequestar 4.5% FE HEDTA30 

Loveland Accomplish (Organic microbial-based soil amendment)31 
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Turf Growth Regulator 

Sepro Musketeer32 

Caltrans   

Information provided by Patrick Chandler, Public Information Officer, Maintenance, Public 

Affairs & Media Relations Caltrans District 7 - Los Angeles & Ventura Counties: 

Weed Management 

Caltrans “Ojai Road Crew has not applied herbicide in the last two years”. Caltrans uses 

mechanical, manual, cultural, biological, chemical, thermal, and structural vegetation 

management. 

B. Schools 

Ojai Unified School District 

According to Craig Robbins, Head of Maintenance, Nordhoff High School, and IPM Coordinator 

for OUSD: 

Weed Control 

No glyphosate or Roundup has been used for 3 years on school grounds. 

Alternatives being implemented,  

 Weed chips 

 Propane Torch for weeds in cracks 

 Mulch has been very effective in front of school on Maricopa Hwy.  No weeds are 

growing where pine wood chips were applied several years ago.   

 In food planter boxes, the students use cardboard and mulch. 

Gopher Control 

Pressurized Exhaust Rodent Control33 is a rotor engine which emits CO.  

(Applied by contractor West Oaks Pest Control) 

Sometimes, flood and trap method have been used.  Not used much during the drought. 

Insect Pest Control 

No pesticides are applied by OUSD staff. (When needed, pesticide application is contracted out 

to Ojai Termite and Pest Control.) 

As of June 30, 2016 all pest control appliers had to take a class in IPM to be certified to work in 

schools.  Ojai Pest Control uses IPM strategies and methods to control pests on school grounds.   

IPM strategies include: 

 Sanitation and exclusion 

 Limiting the source of food for pests 

 Use of non-toxic baits 
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Ojai Termite and Pest Control takes care of ants and roaches with baits.  According to Josh 

Rood: “An organic cedar oil product can be used anywhere, but will not kill adult roaches and/or 

spiders, whereas baits and pesticides are necessary to control these insects.”  

Ojai Termite and Pest Control has the option to use other pesticides as needed. Suspend, 

Termidor, and Archer IGR are pre-approved pesticides and are used after all other IPM strategies 

have been exhausted. 

Fertilizer Used   

Turf Supreme (ammonium sulfate) for nitrogen34 

Healthy Schools Act35 

Partial List of Requirements:  

 Send all parents and staff a written notification of pesticide products expected to be 

applied at school sites during the coming year;  

 Provide product name, active ingredient, and DPR’s on School IPM website; 

 If school hires a pest control business, include any pesticides they use; 

 If a product not included in the annual notification is used, give written notification to all 

parents and staff at least 72 hours before application.  

Oak Grove School 

Jodi Grass, Director of Development and Operations shared the following information: 

Weed Management 

Oak Grove used cinnamon & clover oil, mulching and weed whacking. 

Rodent Control 

They have released raptors from raptor center for rodent control, owl boxes and have blue herons 

who visit the land.  On the grounds they use gopher traps and feral cats provided through the 

Humane Society. 

Pest Control 

In the kitchen an organic cedar oil product is applied by Ojai Pest Control. 

Also “ant hotels” (boric acid and sugar) are used. 

Thacher School 

Ed Bennett, Director of Facilities, shared the following information 

Weed Management 

Weed Zap36 (cinnamon clove oil herbicide product) is used, but applying when weeds are small 

is important to success.  Stopped using herbicides on main campus and in orchard areas 2 years 

ago (though last year some glyphosate was used for fire control areas). 

Turf areas were converted to drought tolerant landscaping with mulch. Use weed whacking and 

mulching in other areas. 
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Rodent Control 

 Owl boxes 

IPM strategies such as sanitation and sealing holes implemented to keep mice out.  

Gopher Control 

 Trapping 

Insect Pest Control 

 IPM strategies such as sanitation and sealing holes implemented to keep insects out.  

 Planting plants that naturally repel ants 

 Using organic methods in citrus orchards 

C. Ojai Hospital 

Mr. Robert Roddick, Chief Engineer at Ojai Hospital stated that Ojai Pest Control handles all 

pesticide applications.  According to Josh Rood of Ojai Pest Control, IPM strategies are used on 

the hospital grounds, similar to those used at OUSD schools. 

D. Ojai Termite and Pest Control 

The City of Ojai contracts Ojai Termite and Pest Control Company for rodent management.  Ron 

Rood, owner of the company, and Josh Rood, his son, shared the following information: “ If 

customers ask for non-toxic or organic options, Ojai Termite and Pest Control has them 

available.” (In general, organic, non-toxic options cost 15-20% more than toxic products) 

For schools and hospitals Integrated Pest Management strategies implemented by Ojai Termite 

and Pest Control include: 

 Sanitation and exclusion 

 Limiting the source of food for pests 

 Use of non-toxic baits and products 

Rodent Control 

 FasTrac (active ingredient: Bromethalin)37 

 RatX (non-toxic)38 

 Rodent Proof/Exclusion and Trapping 

For businesses and homes: 

Ojai Termite and Pest Control refills approximately10-20 bait boxes a day in Ventura and 

approximately 10-20 a day in the Ojai area.  Approximately 3-4 months ago, they started filling 

most of the bait boxes in Ojai with RatX.  If they run out of RatX, unless the customer specifies 

to only use RatX, they will fill the bait box with FasTrac. 

Gopher Control 

 Gopher Getter bait39 

 Fumitoxin – 100 feet away from house 

If requested, they will trap. 
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Insect Pest Control 

Ants or termites 

 Termidor40 (active ingredient: Fipronil)41 

 Cedar oil product (organic) 

Insects:  

Outside:  

 Tengard42 (active ingredient: Permethrin)43 

 Suspend44 (active ingredient: Deltamethrin)45 

 Termidor (see endnotes 32 and 33) 

Inside:   mixture of boric acid and sugar for ants: Terro Ant Bait46 

Cockroaches: 

 PT56547 (active ingredient: Deltamethrin) 

 Max Force Roach Bait48 

 Gentrol49 

 Archer50 

Flying Insects: 

 Purge 3 aerosol51  (active ingredient: Piperonyl Butoxide)52 
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Appendix 2: Earth Friendly Management and IPM Plans  

A. City of Malibu  

As of June 27, 2016 the Malibu City Council "advised staff to discontinue the use of pesticides 

on all City parks, roads and property; to draft an Earth-Friendly Management Policy..."53 

Excerpt from policy being developed, 

“The city is committed to ensuring the health, safety and biological integrity of its citizens and 

environment through the development of Earth Friendly Management practices.” 

“The city will strive to preserve natural resources, which include the ocean, marine life, creeks, 

canyons, plant life, mountains, wildlife and open spaces.” 

“All citizens, and in particular children, as well as other inhabitants of our natural environment, 

have a right to protection from exposure to hazardous chemicals and pesticides.” 

B. City of Irvine 

City-wide Pest Management Guiding Principles adopted Feb 23, 201654 

1.  “Emphasize use of effective organic pesticides in and on all City properties whenever 

practical. 

2.  Limit exposure to any pesticides where children and the general public congregate. 

3.  Use EPA Level pesticides in a targeted manner, and only if deemed necessary to protect 

public health and economic impact by a licensed pest control adviser and City staff, when 

pests cannot be managed by other methods.” 

C. City of Carpinteria  

IPM policy adopted January 9, 201255 

 

http://carpinteria.ca.us/PDFs/ Park%20Rec-IPM%20Report% 202014.pdf 

Excerpt: “The goal of IPM is to mitigate pest damage to City property while protecting human 

health, the environment and economic viability.”                                                                                                

 “IPM practices have different costs than conventional methods of pest control. In some cases 

cost can be higher and in others costs can be lower. If practiced over time, IPM tactics should 

lower costs and simultaneously improve environmental conditions.”   

D. City of Santa Barbara 

IPM policy adopted January 26, 200456 

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/parksrec/parks/stewardship/ipm/default.asp 

The City of Santa Barbara IPM Strategy promotes environmentally sensitive pest management 

while preserving assets and protecting the health and safety of the public and City employees. 

The purpose of this IPM Strategy is to ensure that the City: 

 

http://carpinteria.ca.us/PDFs/Park%20Rec-IPM%20Report%202014.pdf
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/parksrec/parks/stewardship/ipm/default.asp
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/parksrec/parks/stewardship/ipm/strategy.asp
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▪ Reduces and eliminates the use of pesticide products that pose known, likely, or probable 

human health or environmental risks; 

▪ Promotes the use of non-hazardous and/or reduced risk alternatives that are protective of 

human health and the environment; 

▪ Applies pesticides in a manner that protects and enhances our region’s natural resources 

and public health; 

▪ Acts as a model of environmental stewardship in the eyes of the public; 

▪ Maintains a leadership role in developing both ecologically sensitive and aesthetically 

pleasing landscapes and structures; 

▪ Practices a consistent standard of environmental stewardship by departments managing 

structures, landscapes, and other grounds; and 

▪ Establishes clear criteria for pesticide use, to reduce the amount and toxicity of pesticides 

and eliminate pesticide use on City property where feasible. 

E.  County of Ventura  
Excerpted from the County of Ventura IPM Strategy57, Section XI.  

http://www.ventura.org/integrated-pest-management/strategy 

“It is the policy of the County to adopt, properly implement and practice low risk/least hazardous 

Integrated Pest Management with the goal of immediately minimizing the risk of pesticide 

exposure to staff, the environment, and the public. This strategy is based on what is referred to as 

the ‘Precautionary Principle’ of pest management. The guiding principles in this strategy are 

based on the following: 

(1) No pesticide is free from risk or threat to human health; 

(2) All reasonable alternative measures of pest management have been attempted and have 

been shown, and documented in writing, to be unsuccessful; 

(3) Pesticides suspected of being in conflict with the mission and goals of this strategy shall 

not be used without an exemption, or until it is determined that a specific product is safe 

for use around sensitive individuals (i.e. children, elderly, asthmatics, etc.); 

The Precautionary Principle should guide decision-making processes when it comes to the health 

and safety of staff and public. All aspects of the program will be in accordance with federal and 

state laws and regulations and county policies. All departments within the County must conform 

to the IPM Strategy. 

The Precautionary Principle requires a thorough exploration and a careful analysis of a wide 

range of alternatives. Based on the best available science the Precautionary Principle requires the 

selection of the alternative that presents the least potential threat to human health and the 

County's natural systems. Public participation and an open and transparent decision making 

process are critical to finding and selecting alternatives. 

Where threats of serious or irreversible damage to people or nature exist, lack of full scientific 

certainty about cause and effect shall not be viewed as sufficient reason for the County to 

postpone cost effective measures to prevent the degradation of the environment or protecting the 

health of its citizens. Any gaps in scientific data uncovered by the examination of alternatives 

http://www.ventura.org/integrated-pest-management/strategy
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will provide a guidepost for future research, but will not prevent the County from taking 

protective action. As new scientific data become available, the County will review its decisions 

and make adjustments when warranted. 

The County of Ventura's IPM Strategy goes on to say: where there are reasonable grounds for 

concern, the precautionary approach to decision-making is meant to help reduce harm by 

triggering a process to select the least potential threat. The key elements of the Precautionary 

Principle approach to decision-making include: 

1. Anticipatory Action: There is a duty to take anticipatory action to prevent harm. 

Government, business, and community groups, as well as the general public, share this 

responsibility. 

2. Right to Know: The community has a right to know complete and accurate 

information on potential human health and environmental impacts associated with the selection 

of products, services, operations or plans. The burden to supply this information lies with the 

proponent, not with the general public. 

3. Alternatives Assessment: An obligation exists to examine a full range of alternatives 

and select the alternative with the least potential impact on human health and the environment 

including the alternative of doing nothing. 

4. Full Cost Accounting: When evaluating potential alternatives, there is a duty to 

consider all the reasonably foreseeable costs, including raw materials, manufacturing, 

transportation, use, cleanup, eventual disposal, and health costs even if such costs are not 

reflected in the initial price. Short- and long-term benefits and time thresholds should be 

considered when making decisions. 

5. Participatory Decision Process: Decisions applying the Precautionary Principle must 

be transparent, participatory, and informed by the best available science and other relevant 

information.  

(Reference Documents for the Ventura County IPM include Santa Barbara Integrated Pest 

Management Plan.) 

To review pesticide free communities go to: https://ladybugchronicles.org/good-news/  

  

https://ladybugchronicles.org/good-news/
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ENDNOTES 
1 An Article entitled, “Killer Chemical on the Loose” by Pathobiologist Dr. Stephen Frantz, an expert on 

glyphosate: http://thelocalmalibu.com/killer-chemical-on-the-loose-glyphosate/ 

2  AquaMaster:  http://rfs-env.berkeley.edu/documents/aqua_master_msds.pdf   

3 (Oryzalin is a suspected carcinogen, cardiovascular or blood toxicant, endocrine toxicant, 

gastrointestinal or liver toxicant.) 

(http://www.pesticideinfo.org/Detail_Product.jsp?REG_NR=07050600096&DIST_NR=070506#Dist) 

http://scorecard.goodguide.com/chemical-

profiles/product.tcl?reg_nr=07391700008&prod_name=ORYZA%20AG 

4 RatX:  http://www.epestsupply.com/images/Products/labels/ratxmsdslabel.pdf  

5  Healthy Grow:  http://www.healthy-grow.com/products/lawn-food/  

http://www.healthy-grow.com/pdfs/MSDS_Sheets/523_Lawn_Food_MSDS.pdf  

6  Healthy Soil: 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/soils/health/biology/?cid=nrcs142p2_053868  

7 Read your Weeds: 

https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pesticidefreelawns/resources/Read%20Your%

20Weeds-Organic%20Lawns.pdf  

8 Horticultural Vinegar: http://www.greenergyinc.com/products.html 

9  Ventura Unified School District IPM:  http://www.venturausd.org/Portals/10/IPM%20Plan.pdf  

10  http://www.greenergyinc.com/products/2011/ucdavis.htm  

11  Brush Weeds and Grass Herbicide: http://www.greenergyinc.com/products.html 

12 Roundup: http://www.lowes.com/pd/Roundup-1-33-Gallon-Ready-to-Use-Weed-and-Grass-Killer-

Sure-Shot-Wand/50270209  

13  http://www.lowes.com/pd/Roundup-Super-Concentrate-128-oz-Weed-and-Grass-Killer/3005245  

14  AB2569: http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160AB2596  

15  Oak Park USD: http://www.oakparkusd.org 

16 RatX: http://www.homedepot.com/p/RatX-3-lb-Rodent-Control-100520232/300004287 

17  FasTrac: https://www.amazon.com/Fastrac-Blox-4-Lb-Blocks/dp/B004QIZUUM 

18  Raid Ant & Roach Killer: 

https://enlight.consumercare.net/scripts/cgiip.exe/WService=enlight/scj/kb/1607/17810037_1425995968  

(Contains synthetic Pyrethroids (neurotoxins):  

Imiprothrin:  http://www.rightdiagnosis.com/c/chemical_poisoning_imiprothrin/intro.htm  

and Cypermethrin: http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/cypermethrin.pdf  

http://thelocalmalibu.com/killer-chemical-on-the-loose-glyphosate/
http://rfs-env.berkeley.edu/documents/aqua_master_msds.pdf
http://www.pesticideinfo.org/Detail_Product.jsp?REG_NR=07050600096&DIST_NR=070506#Dist
http://scorecard.goodguide.com/chemical-profiles/product.tcl?reg_nr=07391700008&prod_name=ORYZA%20AG
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http://www.healthy-grow.com/pdfs/MSDS_Sheets/523_Lawn_Food_MSDS.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detailfull/soils/health/biology/?cid=nrcs142p2_053868
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pesticidefreelawns/resources/Read%20Your%20Weeds-Organic%20Lawns.pdf
https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pesticidefreelawns/resources/Read%20Your%20Weeds-Organic%20Lawns.pdf
http://www.greenergyinc.com/products.html
http://www.venturausd.org/Portals/10/IPM%20Plan.pdf
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http://www.greenergyinc.com/products.html
http://www.lowes.com/pd/Roundup-1-33-Gallon-Ready-to-Use-Weed-and-Grass-Killer-Sure-Shot-Wand/50270209
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https://www.amazon.com/Fastrac-Blox-4-Lb-Blocks/dp/B004QIZUUM
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19  Raid: http://www.homedepot.com/b/Raid/N-5yc1vZ190 

20  Organic Cedar Oil Product: http://www.shop.cedaroilfactory.com/Home-Insect-Control_c4.htm 

21  Orange Guard: http://www.iherb.com/Orange-Guard-Home-Pest-Control-32-fl-oz/26562 

22  Ecological Literacy by Fritjof Capra: http://blog.gaiam.com/quotes/authors/fritjof-capra  

23  Roundup Pro:  http://www.monsantoito.com/docs/RoundupProConcentrate_MSDS.pdf 

24 Diuron: 

http://www.kellysolutions.com/erenewals/documentsubmit/KellyData%5CAK%5Cpesticide%5CMSDS

%5C34704%5C34704-854%5C34704-854_Diuron_4L_Herbicide_3_29_2010_6_27_24_PM.pdf   

http://www.pan-uk.org/pestnews/Actives/Diuron.htm  

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26086120  

25  Integrated Pest Management Program for Ventura County Flood Control Facilities 2016 

http://pwaportal.ventura.org/WPD/docs/IPMP/IPMP%20FinalRev2016_BlanksRemoved.pdf  

26 Fumitoxin: https://www.akaheadstart.org/ipm/Pesticide_Information/Label-Fumitoxin.pdf 

27   http://www.americanatural.com/products/insect-animal-controls-repellents/chase-mole-granules.html 

28  Quicksilver: http://www.cdms.net/ldat/mp8OP000.pdf 

29  Phosgard:  http://www.jhbiotech.com/MSDS%202004/Phosgard%200-28-25.pdf  

30  Sequestar: http://www.brandt.co/media/1477/22015brn100_brandt_brandt-sequestar-45-fe-

hedta_lbl_2015-05_ghs_25g-and-case.pdf  

31  Accomplish:  https://s3-us-west-

1.amazonaws.com/www.agrian.com/pdfs/Accomplish_LM_MSDS.pdf  

32  Musketeer: http://sepro.com/documents/Musketeer_MSDS.pdf    

33 Pressurized Exhaust Rodent Control (PERC): 

http://www.hmgophercontrol.com/index.php/how-it-works  

34 Turf Supreme Chemical Fertilizer: http://techsheets.simplot.com/Best/74025_turfsup1668.pdf  

35 Healthy Schools: https://www.dtsc.ca.gov/Schools/upload/SC_CGHS_HSA_Reqs_For_Schools-2.pdf  

36  Weed Zap:  http://cdn.arbico-organics.com/downloads/1811106_Weed-Zap-Label.pdf 

37 FasTrac:  

http://www.belllabs.com/user_uploads/uploaded_files/files/0000/0447/12455-95-

Fastrac_Blox_Purple.pdf  

http://healthypets.mercola.com/sites/healthypets/archive/2013/05/24/bromethalin.aspx 

38  RatX:  http://www.epestsupply.com/images/Products/labels/ratxmsdslabel.pdf 
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http://blog.gaiam.com/quotes/authors/fritjof-capra
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39  Gopher Getter Bait: https://wilcodistributors.com/information/products/homeowner/gopher-getter-

type-2/  Active Ingredient: Diphacionone — .005% (anti-coagulant) 

40 Termidor:  http://www.termidor.com.au/assets/Termidor/Documents/TERMIDOR-RESIDUAL-

TERMITCIDE-AND-INSECTICIDE-AU-SDS.pdf  

41 Fipronil: http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/fipronil.html 

42  Tengard: http://www.cdms.net/ldat/mp5ML001.pdf  

43  Permethrin: http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/PermGen.html  

44  Suspend: 

https://www.backedbybayer.com/~/media/BackedByBayer/msds/en/Suspend_SC_Insecticide.ashx   

45  Deltamethrin:  http://npic.orst.edu/factsheets/DeltaGen.html  

“Deltamethrin caused neurobehavioral effects and/or neuropathological changes in animal studies.  The 

toxic effects of Deltamethrin are related to transient hyperactivity typical for pyrethroid neurotoxicity. 

46  Terro Ant Bait: http://www.terminatorpc.com/pdfs/Terro-Ant-Bait-MSDS.pdf  

47  PT565:  http://www.safewaypest.net/msdslabels.html 

48  MaxForce Roach Bait:  

https://www.backedbybayer.com/~/media/BackedByBayer/Product%20Labels%20-

%20pdf/Maxforce%20FC%20Select%20Roach%20Killer%20Bait%20Gel.ashx  

49 Gentrol: https://www.americanpest.net/docs/msds/gentrol-igr-msds.pdf  

50  Archer: http://www.pestproducts.com/products/archer-msds.pdf  

51  Purge 3: 

http://www.kellysolutions.com/erenewals/documentsubmit/KellyData%5COK%5Cpesticide%5CMSDS

%5C279%5C279-3388%5C279-3388_Purge_III_Insecticide_7_15_2010_2_29_26_PM.pdf  

52 Piperonyl Butoxide: 

https://www.beyondpesticides.org/assets/media/documents/pesticides/factsheets/Piperonyl%20Butoxide.p

df  

53  Earth Friendly Management: http://www.malibusurfsidenews.com/city/city-council-pesticide-ban-

begin-immediately 

54 City of Irvine Policy for Pesticide Use on City Property: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0ahUKEwiAp56JvMnN

AhVL0WMKHVVAC44QFggeMAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Firvine.granicus.com%2FMetaViewer.php%

3Fview_id%3D%26event_id%3D1097%26meta_id%3D70534&usg=AFQjCNHqlFgBUNJhQsJcGqfBfv

bw3_l0kg&sig2=-h_Q1YQCta3tJqQYeLlsgQ  

55 Carpinteria IPM: http://www.carpinteria.ca.us/agendas/cc/ccit12032612.pdf  

56 Santa Barbara IPM:  

http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/parksrec/parks/stewardship/ipm/default.asp  

57 Ventura County IPM:  http://www.ventura.org/integrated-pest-management/strategy 
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